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Hello to all you “BOTTLENECKERS” for  May 2023. . I hope you're enjoying this early summer 
weather. There are several new venues popping up around town that surely will promote the an-
tique and collectible business. Maybe some of you are already checking these out and can give 
feedback at meetings. Paul and I had a lot of fun at the bake sale/auction last meeting and all do-
nations were greatly  appreciated.  Even though our attendance was down a bit, we had some en-
ergetic bidders and more than enough goodies to go around. A fully restored 1934 radio, Donated 
by  Paul Dragos, was put up for raffle, to be given away, to a lucky winner at the June meeting. A  
$300 value on this beauty! Our regular  Raffles/50-50 will resume at this meeting. We had a special 
guest, Jeff Gardner, who is our club's webmaster  He did a great job explaining how our web site 
works and how important it is to provide input for all to review, Articles/photos, etc!  We're hoping 
that   Jeff will choose to become a fellow BOTTLENECKER? Our new meeting site is working out as 
expected, with lots of room and a congenial atmosphere, so please come on out and help us fill the 
room! Mixing and  mingling with your fellow club members is very important!     I hope to see you 
all on the 18th.  

Does your husband / Misbehave / Grunt and grumble / Rant and rave / Shoot the brute some / 
Burma-Shave. 
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MEETING MINUTES  4/20/23 

President Jim Walk-
er called the 
meeting to order at 
6:30 PM and led us 
in the pledge to alle-
giance.  There was 

one guest – Jeff Gardner, our new 
Webmaster. And Jeff McGreevy 
brought a friend, Scott Dunkle, who 
joined tonight! Scott collects bottles 
as well as local fossilized shark teeth. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  The Bryant’s 
were on vacation so not in attend-
ance tonight. Librarian TERRY MON-
TEITH was absent. Sunshine Chair 
PAT WALKER shared that Eileen 
Westfall is recovering well from knee 
replacement surgery, but Larry fell 
and hurt his shoulder! Clair Cunning-
ham also fell, injuring his knee seri-
ously and is on crutches.  Pat Walker 
will be having minor back surgery in 
a few weeks.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Paul Dragos shared 
that he had checked into the Club 
getting a PayPal account since so 
many people use digital means to 
pay for things these days. He filed an 
application for an account, but was 
told it can take 60-90 days to get ap-

proved.  He will keep us informed. 
Dave Vilett suggested Venmo in-
stead.  Paul suggested Dave look into 
the details for getting such an ac-
count.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Paul Dragos 
showed everyone a $300 value raffle 
item he donated to the Club. It is a 
Philco AM radio from the mid-1930s.  
Tickets, 6 for $5 (or $1 each) will be 
sold from tonight’s meeting until our 
June 15th program when a winning 
ticket will be drawn. Make sure to 
buy your tickets! 

Our webmaster, Jeff Gardner, came 
tonight to announce the winner of 
the website contest for those who 
shared a post to our Blog page. Nine 
people made posts by April 19: Dave 
Vilett, Jim Walker, Pat Walker, Doug 
Porter, Joni Cooley, Paul Dragos, 
Tami Harman, and Mike Bryant post-
ed on the Blog, along with an un-
known poster (was it you?). So, Jeff 
asked Tom Dunning to pick a number 
between 1 and 9 to choose the win-
ner.  Number 2 on Jeff’s list was Paul 
Dragos, to whom he awarded a 
bottle of wine.  Do we want to con-
tinue this contest monthly? The 
more posts on the Blog, the better 

our ranking becomes with search 
engines like Google for more folks to 
find our Club – and hopefully join. 
You can post at: http://
sdbottleclub.org/post/ 

BAKE SALE & SHOW ’N TELL:  After a 
brief break, the Bake Sale auction 
got underway at 7:15PM. While 
there wasn’t a large crowd at to-
night’s meeting with so many 
“regular” attendees being “out of 
town,” etc. there were 22 items/
containers of goodies to bid on. Jim 
Walker and Paul Dragos did a great 
job, as usual, getting folks to open 
their wallets.  Eleven members won 
some great goodies, which included 
mostly homemade cookies and 
fudge, along with 12 cupcakes, and a 
loaf of zucchini bread; only 6 items 
came from the store. Thanks to all 
who generously donated goodies! 
Their sale brought in $91 for the 
Club! 

A brief Show N Tell was held and 
then the meeting adjourned at 
7:50pm. 

Submitted by, 

Carol Serr,  

Secretary                                 

 

http://sdbottleclub.org/post/
http://sdbottleclub.org/post/


HOWDY  SODA 
By 

Mike Bryant 

     Around 1920, Charles Grigg invented a 
new carbonated orange drink which contained 
14% sugar, and he named it Howdy.  By 1926 
Howdy had over 400 franchised bottlers  
selling their drink.  The franchise bottler in 
San Diego was Star Beverage Company.  
Even with their success, Howdy still could not 
compete with their main competition, Orange 
Crush.  A new flavor was needed.  There were 
already too many colas and root beers on the 
market, so in 1929 they developed a Lithia 
based lemon and lime soda, and named it  
Bib Label Lithiated Lemon-Lime Soda. 
     This new drink turned out to be a success, 
even during the Depression, but the name was 
a mouthful, so it was then shortened to 7UP 
Lithiated Lemon-Lime.  Eventually, it was 
shortened to what we now call 7up. 
      

     In 1936, Charles Grigg’s new drink became such a big seller, that Howdy Company changed 
their name to The Seven Up Company.  During World War II, many soft drink companies 
struggled to survive and had to reduce their output because of sugar rationing.  7up required  
significantly less sugar for their drink than it’s competition, so it thrived. 
     The popularity of the drink made it very profitable, and Seven Up advertised vigorously in 
all the national magazines.  This campaign made Seven Up the third most popular drink in 
America.  Lithium Citrate, a mild anti-depressant was used in Seven Up until 1950. 
     The San Diego Howdy bottle is scarce, with just a few in local collections. 
      

San Diego 
Howdy 1920’ Ad 







April  2023 Bake Sale Meeting Pictures 

Paul Dragos with June’s Special 
Raffle item. A Working 1934 Radio 

Pres. Jim Walker and Our Web    
Master Jeff Gardner 

Auctioneer Paul Working the Crowd 

Auction Goodies High Bidder Jeff McGreevy  

Auctioneer Jim Walker Trying to Squeeze Blood Out of a Turnip 
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Bus Route Sign……..……………...…..$205.49 
Altes Cone Top..…………...…………..$113.50 
SJ Wines Coffee Tin.................................$69.15 
Broadway Malt Opener.............................$45.00 
East SD Milk Pt……..…….………..…...$41.00 
PMD Amber Pt (Damaged)…….........….$29.99 
 

NEWS—Upcoming Shows 
 
     SHOWS SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION 
 
 
May 12-13 7th Annual Washington Bottle Show    
Kent, WA 
  
May 26-27 57th Annual Las Vegas Antique Bottle & 
Collectors Club’s Annual Show  Boulder, NV 
 

 

San Diego Items 
Recently Sold on Ebay 

$29.99 

$205.49 

$755.01 

$280.00 

    $41.00 

 

$69.15 

$113.50 

$45.00 

$22.05 



San Diego Antique Bottles & Collectibles Club 
P.O. Box 191333 

San Diego, CA  92159-1333 

 

This Meetings Raffle Items 

 
PROGRAMS         Subject To Change                                         REFRESHMENTS 

 
JAN. 20    Extended Show & Tell                                                                                Matt Lawson 
             
FEB. 17    Rare San Diego Milks by Doug Porter                                                       The Cunninghams                                                                         
         
MAR.16   Antique Clocks by Paul Dragos                                                                   The Hinners                      
       
APR. 20    Bake Sale                                                                         
 
MAY 18    Dating Machine Made Bottles  by Carol Serr                                            Joni Cooley                       
 
JUN. 15    Miniature Sample Bottles by Larry Westfall                                              The Walkers           

NO MEETING JULY & AUGUST – PICNIC INFO WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

SEPT. 21  Bottle BINGO   & Ice Cream Social                                                             Mike & Dixie 
 
OCT. 19   Bodie, NV Bottles by Jim Livingston                                         Nancy Fowler & Lynn Stafford                
  
NOV. 16     WHITE ELEPHANT SALE!!!                                                                     The Hinners 
 

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS INFO WILL BE PROVIDED 
 

MEETINGS START AT AROUND 6:00 PM 

        1)Rainier Ale Cone Top Beer Can 
        2)J.E. Ryder Teignmouth Medicine  
        3)Mexican Mustang Liniment, N.Y. 
        4)Early S.F. Capers 
        5)Henry C. Meyer Blob Top Beer 
        6)Amethyst Rock Specimen 
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