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Fellow "BOTTLENECKERS", Spring has sprung and April Fools day has come & gone. I hear we may have a prankster or two 

among us? Our guest speaker on the subject of San Diego Expo collectibles, along with San Diego History, was Chris Pro. 

His knowledge was impressive and I'm sure we all learned something! He had quite an array of interesting collectibles, 

many of which were one of a kind! We have good programs for all our meetings, for the rest of this year. If you couldn't 

make the meeting then you missed out learning more about our interesting hobby. Check the newsletter for upcoming 

programs. By the way, Paul Dragos is doing an outstanding job on our informative newsletters. Great color and full of info 

for our club members. He can always use more input from club members, so don't hold back on articles, photos, etc! Show 

reports from those you attend would be appreciated! We've been having some great items for show & tell, many of which 

are rare items from our local area. Don't forget to bring things that you want to share with fellow club members. Speaking 

of bottle shows, ours is coming along nicely. About half of the tables have been locked in already but don't hesitate about 

sending in your checks and applications! If you liked your tables last year, be sure to note that on the application. We'll 

have a bunch of free bottles for those coming thru our doors, as we did last year. Quality raffle bottles again for those buy-

ing tickets. Make sure your name & contact number are written clearly on the back of those tickets, before depositing in 

the jars! All sellers will get one ticket in their seller packets for a chance to win one free table for next year's show! Name 

badges will also be in those packets, to be worn throughout the show. The 8 foot tables are in good shape but still bring 

your own table covers, if you feel a need to fancy them up? Feel free to call/email me if you have questions. I'm working 

on getting some food service for our event? More on this subject later. For any club members who don't want to sell, 

there will be a need for some volunteers for other things. I'll be looking for specific jobs at the next 2 meetings 

I want to thank the Westfalls for providing our last meeting's crowd with Pizza and go withs. Providing         

refreshment at our meetings is a must and compensation is provided for the food providers! 

            I USE IT TOO,THE BALD MAN SAID, IT KEEPS MY FACE JUST LIKE MY HEAD--Burma Shave!  
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Raffel Items at the March meeting!  

-McConnon & Co.,Winona Minn. 

Cobalt lion figured cologne 

Aqua A.B.C. Beer pt. 

Amber Paines Celery Compound,label 

Teal Peppersauce pat.,Feb. 1874 

Whittled Clear Booze Decanter 



 

Bottle Club Meeting minutes 3/20/25 minutes 

   

President Jim Walker called the meeting to order and led us in the pledge at 6:02PM.  Dave 
and Amy Plotkin from Poway were guests, who joined! 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Treasurer MATT HAMPTON shared the Club finances since last month’s meeting.  Membership Chair DOUG PORTER shared 
that eight more members have renewed their dues since Feb.  Sunshine Chair PAT WALKER talked with Frank Console, he’s 
at a care facility.  Jon Lawson shared that Frank just moved to a facility in El Cajon. Tami Harmon thanked Pat for sending a 
card to Robert after he was injured in a fall.  Larry Westfall shared that son Kevin had to have his appendix removed. Tim 
Schweighart informed us that former Club member Bill Gore was also in a care facility now. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Our Bottle Show is set for Sat. June 7th at the Al Bahr Shrine Center in Kearny Mesa.  There’s a chance that food can be pre-
pared outside the building. Jim brought fliers for the Show so take some to pass out to friends and various locations to 
spread the word about the show. Jim will be sending an email to those who sign up to have a sales table.  Paul Dragos asked 
if we want to do again what was done last year – when he brought 20 “cheap” bottles to have for an hourly door prize?  
Members can donate their “spare” bottles for this. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Paul Dragos collects G.E. monitor top clocks and he recently sent a letter to G.E. about the clocks. He was then surprised to 
get a phone call from the CEO of G.E., Kevin Nolan, who told Paul he had never heard of these clocks! Well, Paul gave Kevin 
an honorary membership to the Bottle Club and sent him a clock! 

 

REFRESHMENT BREAK/ RAFFLES 

We all enjoyed the pizza, shrimp, veggies, fruit, and brownies brought by the Westfall’s. Joni Cooley sold raffle tickets and 
Vanessa Monteith the 50/50 tickets while we ate. Paul Dragos donated a vintage Red Wing Pottery Chef Pierre cookie jar to 
the six bottles for the raffle prizes. New member Amy Plotkin won the 50/50 (half of the $88). The raffle brought in $65 and 
Terry Monteith’s ticket was drawn first. The next raffle winners were Jim Livingston, Larry Westfall, Larry again, Jim again, 
Jim a third time, and Joni Cooley. 

 

PROGRAM 

The program was by Chris Pro – a native San Diegan who joined the Club in 1983.  He worked at the Whaley House in Old 
Town and also the Marston House. He now is the Caretaker of the Stein Farm in National City.  Chris has been collecting 
things since his early teen years, trying to preserve early items of history. He shared a sample of his collection of porcelain 
signs, ephemera (old pamphlets, receipts, etc.), bottles, land sales promotions, photos, newspaper ads, 1915 Expo items, 
plumbing drains, trade cards, you name it! 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:14PM after a brief Show N Tell. 

 



2025 ANNUAL DUES ARE DUE!!!   

Please pay your $20 membership fee at the meeting by 

speaking with the treasurer, or mail to: 

SDABCC 

7770 Regents Road, STE 113-326 

San Diego CA  92122 

 

If you have any changes to your status or address please fill 

out the attached membership form and present it to a club 

officer.   

Thank you for continuing to support your club and our Hob-

by!    

 



Editor’s Corner  

Clocks   

As many of you are aware, I collect and restore antique 

clocks, only a specific company.  Telechron was formed by 

a man named Henery Warren in 1902.  His patent and in-

vention really opened the way for clocks to be powered 

(and keep time) by this new fangled invention called:  

Electricity.  Early on, it was very difficult to regulate time 

from AC power, so the first electric clocks were all pow-

ered by battery.  Needless to say, this was at the least, 

inconvenient.  His solution was a simple but very effec-

tive invention called a “Rotor.”  I can explain how this 

works to anyone that is inter-

ested but suffice it to say it was revolutionary and 

lead to an explosion of AC clocks.  So….  Why do I col-

lect them?  It is really hard to say honestly, but I find 

them fascinating.  Here are just a couple of my favor-

ites, a General Electric “Monitor Top” Advertising 

clock and a model 

known as the 

“Waldorf.”  This was 

produced solely for the 

Waldorf Historia Hotel 

in New York, and 

adorned the suites and 

rooms for the (wealthy) 

guests.  I have been collecting for over 20 years 

and the excitement, the passion never seems to 

wane.  The bottom line:  You can probably expect a 

lot more Clock Raffles!   

 



Pictures from the March Meeting!   

 

 
Great Food!  

Great Bottles!  

Excellent Presentation on San 

Diego 1915 Expo by Chris Pro  



Welcome New Members!!!  

Raffle Winners  



And Refreshments                                                                        

 

April 17 Doug Porter SD Milks                             Judds 

May 15 2025  Jim Livingston CA Beer                 Westfall’s   

June 7th Annual Club Show (Details to follow)  

June 26th  (NOTE SPECIAL DATE)                            

Paul Dragos Monitor Top Collectables                 Walkers 

July & August  - No Meeting  

September 18 Open                                                  Open   

October 16   John Lawson  SD Pumpkin Seeds    Open 

Thursday Meetings to begin around 5:30 PM 

Identify the Bottle  

A.1920s Dr. J.B Davis  

B. 1910s Dr. M. Hosworth  

C. 1900s Dr. I.C Willworth  

D.  1920s Dr. A.B. Williams  

Answer will appear some-

where in this newsletter  

Programs 



DID YOU KNOW?   

An Antique Find With A 
Phenomenal Story  
       Special thanks to Vintage.CO. UK 

 

 

  

Ahoy there shipmates! It's been a while! 

I have a special 'Blog Post Monday' for you this week. It is in fact a guest blog post written by 
some very good antique dealer friends of mine, Matt and Val. 

They told me recently of a find they had and the story which unfolded around it. After picking my 
jaw up off the floor we all agreed that the story should be heard by more people, so I've given 
them the 'Blog Post Monday' stage to tell it. 

So, as always, get that kettle on, sit back and enjoy this story of an antique find, an intriguing sig-
nature and the phenomenal story of one man's mission to fight back against slavery. 

Matt & Val: 

"One of the joys of being an antique collector is discovering the story behind an object. 

Sometimes, the story is fairly straightforward, as you are a collector of that type of item. Some 
items have inscriptions which tell you a lot or little of their history, maybe a book or a medal for 
example. 

We have all been in situations where we like an item but are not exactly sure why, it just speaks 
to us and we just have to own it. Sometimes in this situation, an item can in the first instance, 
withhold its story and only by researching it, can we reveal the history it is waiting to share with 

us. 

 



A year or so ago, I came across two little original drawings of two male musicians from the mid to 
late 1700s. Still in their beautiful old and original frames, the musicians are caricatures and an in-
scription reads “drawn from the life”. What followed the inscription, was a series of symbols, resting 
on five horizontal lines. On the rear of the pictures, a handwritten note told me that the drawings 
were by G sharp  

Further research by Stephen Wells of Source 
Vintage Antiques, confirmed that the symbols 
resting on the horizontal lines were in fact the 
musical note G sharp.  

A few hours of research on the internet intro-
duced me to a gentleman called Granville 
Sharp. Interestingly, Granville signed letters to 
his friends using the musical note G Sharp. He 
had to be the artist who produced these draw-
ings. The images have a great resemblance to 
both Granville and the Sharp family. 



Granville came from a large family of eight and his Paternal Grandfather had been the Archbishop 
of York. His father was the Archdeacon of Durham Cathedral.  

It appears the family were very musical and Gran-
ville along with his two brothers and two sisters 
played in an orchestra on the Thames from a barge 
between 1775 and 1783. George the Third heard 
Granville sing and confirmed that his was the fin-
est voice he had ever heard.  The whole 
Sharp  family were known to the King. 

It was Jonathan’s good fortune that he had gone 
to the physicians house for help and that Granville 
Sharp was there. Granville was appalled by what 
he had seen and heard and as a result of this, 
working to abolish slavery became his life’s work. 

When Granville later heard that Jonathan’s master 
was attempting to sell him back into slavery in the 
Caribbean, Granville took a successful case to the 
Lord Mayor and Jonathan was freed. Over the next 
few years, Sharp devoted his professional life to 
creating a Legal Ruling on the question of whether 
a slave could be compelled to leave Britain. 
 
He was heavily involved in securing the famous 
1777 Ruling by the Lord Chief Justice which estab-
lished that slave owners could not force slaves to 
return to the Colonies once they were in Britain. 
This Ruling was regarded by many, as the first 
move towards the abolition of slavery in Britain . 
 
As well as his campaign for the abolishment of 
slavery, Sharp also campaigned for Parliamentary 
Reform for better wages for laborers. 
 
In 1776, he resigned his Civil Service position in 
disagreement with the British Government’s War 

n 1787, Sharp and his friend Thomas Clarkson formed the Society For The Aboli-
tion of the Slave Trade. They later persuaded the MP William Wilberforce to be-
come their spokesperson in Parliament. 
 

The Slave Trade was finally abolished in 1897 but Sharp and Clarkson continued 
to work for the complete abolition of slavery.  



In 1776, he resigned his Civil Service position in disagreement with the British Govern-
ment’s War with the American Colonists. 
 

In 1787, Sharp and his friend Thomas Clarkson formed the Society For The Abolition of 
the Slave Trade. They later persuaded the MP William Wilberforce to become their 
spokesperson in Parliament. 
 

The Slave Trade was finally abolished in 1897 but Sharp and Clarkson continued to 
work for the complete abolition of slavery.  

Sharp died in London on the 6th July 1813. Many of his letters and correspondence 
are preserved in the York Minster Archive. 

His drawings survived and whilst their specific journey through time remains a mys-
tery, their existence has revealed much about the part their artist played in that very 
dark period of British and much wider world history. 
 



BLAST FROM THE PAST    

 April 1983  







Old San Diego Advertisements  



Upcoming Shows and Events!   
Please feel free to send me additions to this page with any information on upcoming gatherings, sales, shows for antique 

bottles and collectables.  Answer A.  

May 17, 2025 

Description: An annual show featuring antique bottles, jars, and insulators, with dealers from across the country. 

Location: Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, Chico, CA 

Phone: 530-518-7369 

Email: bidwellbottleclub@gmail.com 

Website: justglass.com 

 

June 7th, 2025  San Diego Antique Bottle and collectables club 

Description: America’s finest antique bottle and collectables club for show, sell, trade.   

Location: Al Bahr Shriners club, San Diego CA  

Phone: 858-337-8417 

Email: JFWalker43@Gmail.com 

Website :  www.sdbottleclub.org  

 

November 7–8, 2025 Bidwell Bottle Club Antique Bottle, Jar, and Insulator Show & Sale 

Description: A premier antique bottle and collectibles show attracting dealers and collectors nationwide. 

Location: Gold Country Fairgrounds, Auburn, CA 

Phone: 530-823-4211 

Email: info@auburn.ca.gov 

Website: auburn.ca.gov 

 

mailto:bidwellbottleclub@gmail.com
http://justglass.com/
mailto:JFWalker43@Gmail.com
http://www.sdbottleclub.org
mailto:info@auburn.ca.gov
http://auburn.ca.gov/











